Alabama Coastal Fisherman’s Association
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2012 ACFA Awards Banquet and Party:
Friday Dec 7, 2012
Time:
6:00 PM
Place: The Grand Hall 3556 Halls Mill Rd –just west of I-65
Be sure you have let Patric know you are coming
and how many will be attending.
Please bring a desert...
A Family Oriented Fishing Club Since 1997

Important
Dates

Sat. Dec. 1: BOG #1 (details below left)
Sun. Dec. 2: ACFA Bench Dedication at Am.Leg. Post 250
Sat. Dec. 22: 1st Day of Winter (if the world ends disregard below ;-)

Tue. Dec. 25: Christmas Day
Mon. Dec. 29: New Year’s Eve (Giant Moonpie Drop)
Tue. Jan. 1: New Year’s Day 2013 (food & football)

WE NEED HELP!

See page 2 and 5 for a SPECIAL OFFER available ONLY for ACFA members!

2012 is History!
The ACFA 2012 season has been another historical year with some of the highest and lowest points the club has ever experienced.
Of course we still mourn the loss of George “Spanish” Turner and Bill Midgette, who were taken from us earlier this year. These
good men believed in what the ACFA represents and sought to build it up and keep it growing into the fine organization we enjoy.
Bill’s widow (Virginia) graciously donated his tackle box (with its plethora of proven speck-catching lures) to the club. And it was
decided the best course of action (and one Bill would certainly approve of) is to have a live auction at the Awards Banquet for his
tackle box and contents. Thanks too to Lee Minto “Deltaman” for volunteering as our auctioneer for this one-of-a-kind event.
Please make time to be at the American Legion Post 250 on Dauphin Island Parkway (where we have our weigh-ins) on Sunday
Dec. 2nd @ 2pm when two new benches honoring Bill Midgette and Mutt Burke will be dedicated under the flagpole. This VERY
special event is intended to honor two of our most notable members who so instrumental in helping the ACFA grow.
Additionally it showcases the continued mutual association between the Post and our club. Please make it a point to attend!
And we would like to commend all our sponsors who have stepped up in these difficult economic times to offer the ACFA new
ways and means to make the experience we provide even more rewarding and enjoyable. Of course the best way we can thank our
sponsors is by utilizing their products and/or services ourselves and promoting them to our friends and family. THANKS again!
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Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year!
Thank you, to all of our volunteers, sponsors and board members.
This year has been a really fun year and I have enjoyed meeting new
members and sponsors.
I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the banquet.
The fall fishing is in full swing now. The delta and all other tidal
rivers are holding large numbers of trout, redfish, and founder.
My most recent trips to the delta resulted in numerous trout, a few
redfish, and an occasional flounder. We have had trout success with
the "do nothing drift" with soft plastics, popping cork with TKO
shrimp, rat-l-traps, and mirrOdines.

The first BOG (Battle of Grubs) Artificial– ONLY tournament
Redfish have been caught on all methods that we use for trout.
for the winter 2012-13 will be held Saturday Dec 1st.
CHECK IN: WAFFLE HOUSE 1-65/ HWY 90, 5 TO 5:30 am
Flounder fishing is good with gulps and live bait around creek and
WEIGH IN - CHOCOLATA PARKING LOT 4 TILL 4:30 pm
river mouths.
COST- $20 PER MAN TWO PER BOAT SPECKLED TROUT
$10 PER MAN - WINNER TAKE ALL SLOT REDFISH

Capt. Patric Garmeson
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ACFA December Awards Banquet Preview
It’s still not too late to schedule your appointment for a test ride in a Skeeter boat to qualify you for the free $1800 power pole
drawing to be held at the Awards Banquet on Friday December 7th. This unique offer by Skeeter Boats and Legendary Marine in
Gulf Shores is available ONLY to ACFA members and ONLY this Saturday December 1st from 9am-3pm at Lu-Lu’s.
All ACFA club members must register with Lee Mason at Legendary Marine in Gulf Shores. You can contact Lee at 251 971 8300.
The food at the banquet will be catered bar-b-q chicken, pulled pork and ribs from Sonny’s Bar-B-Que. Sorry, no shrimp this year ;-)
Be sure to let Patric know you are coming (and how many others). Sponsors, members and their immediate family eat free, but we
ask $15 per guest to cover the cost. There will be a DJ on hand to play music after the award ceremony is complete.
As always you are requested to bring a dessert or hors-de-vors (be sure to have a serving spoon with your name on it).
Tea and lemonade will be provided, but if you want anything else to drink (besides water) it’s BYOB.
There will be a live auction for Bill Midgette’s tackle box loaded with his customized lures. Also, club member Steve O’Dell has
donated a stained glass redfish that will look great hanging on anyone’s wall or ‘mancave’. So bring yer checkbook made out to ACFA!
The Tournament Attendance Drawing (a custom built rod by ACFA member Tom Wicker) will be held for everyone who weighed in
at least one fish in a tournament. They also have one additional chance to win for each tournament you weighed a fish (up to 8 chances).
The Grand Prize Drawing will be held at the conclusion of the awards and this year is a blue 40 quart Icey-Tek cooler (donated by
Bill Chapman of Coastal Angler Magazine) and it will be loaded with tackle and various other sponsor and member donated items.

How the Master Angler is determined—Doing the Math…
When the concept came up to determine a club Master Angler for each year by evenly comparing our two vastly different contests
it was determined that a ‘head to head’ comparison based on placement in each contest was the best way. How an angler places in
the Final Tournament standings is placed beside an equal number of Big Fish Contest anglers (in this case 28) and each angler is
assigned a point value based on their ranking. Ties share the average points for those places (an even number of ties results in .5 pts).
Then the points for each angler are combined and ranked to determine the overall Master Angler rankings (below right).
For example: this year Trenny Woodham was 1st place in Tournament points (28.0) + 3rd place in Big Fish Contest (26.0) = 54.0 pts
O.P. Harrison was 3rd in Tournament points (26.0) + 2nd in Big Fish points (27.0) = 53.0 points
Jay O’Brien was tied for 4th in Tournament points (24.5) + 6th in Big Fish points (23.0) = 47.5 points etc. etc…

The top ranked Lady Angler (L), New Angler (N), and Junior Angler (J) are likewise determined by their point combinations.
TOURNAMENTS

BIG FISH CONTEST

MASTER ANGLER

(L)
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Catch, Photo and Release (CPR)
Speckled Trout Contest FINAL Standings
as of November 15, 2012
The top 5 place CPR Speckled Trout will
receive plaques at the end of the year banquet.
Be sure to document your CPR for next year!

ACFA is a local inshore saltwater fishing club.
Meetings are held the first Thursday of each month
to promote friendship, sportsmanship, and
conservation along coastal Alabama.

Donald Garrettson is the inaugural ACFA Net Man of the Year. This was a fun addition to our tournaments which highlights
the importance of teamwork in a successful catch as mentioned in our ACFA Mission Statement (above). Congratulations Donald!
The size of the speckled trout entered in the ACFA Big Fish Contest this year has easily eclipsed past performances, and has set a
new bar to which the club will likely compare for years to come. Congratulations to all who caught these tremendous speckled trout!
It is a fine accomplishment for any angler in the club to catch such a magnificent sized trout and the fact that all of our Top 10
Speckled Trout (plus some of the CPR trout) were 7 pounds or better says a lot about the level of fishing prowess in the club, and
one we can all share in. All four of the 8 pound specks caught his year are now in the record Top 10 overall. (see table below)
Remember your next cast could net such a memorable fish, so be sure to keep your membership current and a Big Fish Card in your vehicle.

2012 Top 5 compared to 15 yr avg.

ACFA Records at the end of 2012

V OL U M E 2 01 2 I S S U E D EC EM BE R

AL ABAMA C OAST AL FI SH ERM AN ’S ASSOCI ATI ON

PAGE 4

Statistics… The BIG Fish Contest—FINAL

as of November 15, 2012

***Under no circumstances will the Alabama Coastal Fisherman’s Association (ACFA) be responsible for the welfare of any members, guests or equipment while attending meetings or engaging in ACFA tournaments or the challenge.***

Mail your 2013 Big Fish Contest entries to:
David Thornton
31 Hannon Ave. Mobile, AL 36604
( ph: 251-458-2775)

We are looking for photos of our members with fish
they have caught showing some of the lures generously
provided by our sponsors. Publishing them is a great
way to tell these sponsors “THANK YOU”

“It ain’t over til it’s over.”
David Thornton with a 4.67# flounder
he caught November 13th in Little
Lagoon, which helped him leap-frog
into first place in the 2012 Big Fish
Contest. That’s a ‘Three-peat’ as Big
Fish Champion, the first in ACFA history.
Thank You, Lord!
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ACFA Tournament Plaques Sponsored by Skeeter Boats and Legendary Marine
Our sponsors Skeeter Boats and Legendary Marine have offered ALL ACFA members a chance to
win a $1800 power pole FREE! All you have to do is take a ride in one of Skeeter's bay boats (Sat.
Dec 1st) to have your name added to the drawing. This is a ‘no strings attached’ offer open only to
ACFA members and (so far) just a few members have taken advantage of this fantastic opportunity.
The drawing for the power pole will be held at the awards banquet on December 7th. Call Mo
Shaver (251) 979-1523 (email mofishin@gmail.com) or call him at Legendary Marine (251) 9718300 to schedule your Skeeter boat experience test ride/drive ASAP. You may be THE winner!!!!

