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Dec. 6 =

Awards Banquet

President’s Message
President’s Message
Whew, the finally weather cooperated for our “Causeway Classic” held November 9th and we posted a successful conclusion to our 2019 Tournament Season.
Congratulations to all our winners and participants, especially to the Junior anglers who competed in their own tournaments through this inaugural year. We
also 'closed the books' on our 2019 Big Fish Contest and have begun the 2020
BFC (and the Junior anglers have their own version).
Thanks to those who volunteered to fill several open board positions which
were approved of at the November meeting. I was so relieved when Mike
Nicholas came to me before the meeting to say he would be glad to take over
Membership with assistance from Jeb Mann (a job he has experience at). Also,
Alex Beebe volunteered to put together our newsletters and Joey Gates said he
will again assume the role of Donations Chairman. Then later Romie Perez (one
of the few remaining active ACFA Founding Members) said he would assume
the role of Food Coordinator for next year. There can never be 'too much help'
to keep things running smoothly, so please lend a hand to these fine folks
whenever the need arises! PLEASE ASK, don't wait to be asked ;-)
Now we are ready to celebrate our slate of 2019 winners and other notable
fishing accomplishments at the ACFA Awards Banquet. This will be with a buffet
at Moe's BBQ on Friday December 6th , and we will try to start as soon after 6
as possible. If you haven't already RSVP'd you are attending, please let us know
how many to expect by November 30th. Family members outside the blanket of
your membership coverage (spouse, children or grandchildren under 16 years)
are welcome, but we need $20 per person to cover their expense for dining
with us. Thank you for you cooperation!

Page 2

FRIDAY, December 6th Meeting Preview:
This night is the highlight of our 2019 ACFA season when we welcome all members and their dependants to a nice sit down dinner
complete with a year's worth of pictures and slides, with plenty of
good fellowship and prizes. In fact this year we will set a club record by bestowing over 75 awards on this night to our members in
competitions. This would not be possible without the contribution
from each and every one of you who saw fit to join our club in
2019. We thank you, congratulate each other, and look forward to
having even more fun in 2020!

WEDNESDAY, November 6th
Meeting Recap:
Thanks to all those who came to our last meeting on a Wednesday night. And to our
speaker Maclin Smith, owner of HMS Marine Electric LLC in Fairhope for providing us
with an in-depth rundown of innovative technologies related to marine electronics. As expected most of the Q&A centered on bottom imaging, and Maclin answered every question fielded. Thank you for lending your time and expertise. He can be reached at 591-3283
or hmsmithjr@bellsouth.net
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aCFa “Bill Midgette and Mutt Burke Causeway
ClassiC” noveMBer 9th tournaMent:

This tournament was postponed twice, but on this day we were treated to some
perfect cool, fall weather. Of course we were up against the now infamous Alabama vs LSU game, but that too is history that just
added to the atmosphere of clear skies and eating
Romie's gumbo.

The anglers did not disappoint, and we even got a
live sheepshead entry (by Matthew Nicholas) to assist Merritt McCall with her research at the Dauphin Island Sea Lab. It seems all of the adult entries for speckled
trout were caught on artificial. A fact that surely our club predecessors this tournament was renamed in honor of (Bill Midgette and Mutt Burke) would have well
appreciated. Of course the general lack of live shrimp in the area behind that
strong front had nothing to do with it ;-) LOL

Anyway, congratulations to the speckled trout winner Grady LeBlanc who eclipsed
all other trout entries. And to Brad McDonald who edged out his son David with
the heaviest redfish. And to Jeremy Mosely who beat out Lynda Capps for the
heaviest white trout. Matthew Nicholas nearly swept all comers in the Junior division by taking first place in speckled trout, redfish and had the only sheepshead
entry. Meanwhile Chatwin Summers put in a cold hard morning with his dad Chad
to find the only white trout entered for the Juniors. Well done every one!
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2019 in Review from the Statman
2019 was another banner year from the standpoint of Statistics. While this is only
my second year at this position, with the help of our President, I have become quite comfortable in keeping track of everyone’s catches. Each Tournament brings with it a new set
of challenges to overcome. This year, once again, one of our anglers set a new record, not
only for our club, but the State as well. Congratulations to Capt. Patric Garmeson for his
13lb. 14oz. Sheepshead. I didn’t think they even got that big. This is one that will be hard
to top.
The Big Fish Contest (BFC) was another huge success with several large fish being
landed. Some of the notables in the Adult Division are as follows:

ADULT DIVISION
Blackfish

Lynda Capps (L)

Flounder

JUNIOR DIVISION
19.88 lbs.

Blackfish

Hunter Behr

15.85 lbs.

Noel Riley (N)

6.90 lbs.

Flounder

Raelynn Bosarge

3.80 lbs.

Gr.Mul/Whit

Randy Bosarge

1.62 lbs.

Gr.Mul/Whit

J.W. Martin (N)

0.68 lbs.

Redfish

Chad Summers

7.70 lbs.

Redfish

Kenzleigh Bosarge

7.40 lbs.

Sp. Mackerel

David Thornton

4.75 lbs.

Sheepshead

Raelynn Bosarge

9.82 lbs.

Sp. Trout

David Skoglund

5.35 lbs.

Sp. Mackerel

Casey Thornton

1.78 lbs.

Wh. Trout

John Howard

2.12 lbs.

Sp. Trout

Raelynn Bosarge

5.60 lbs.

CPR

Grady LeBlanc

25 7/8”

Wh. Trout

Raelynn Bosarge

2.35 lbs.

LIVE Flounder

Vince Hawkins

4

Gerald Markow

4

The Tournament season was also a huge success in spite of the weather, which
made for some slim weigh-ins. We had to move the weigh-in inside twice due to rain. The
Speckled Trout Challenge & Grand Slam Tournament. Kudos to our shrimp boiling crew
who remained steadfast throughout it all and the shrimp came to the table right on time.
As you all remember, we had to do a dance around due to some unexpected Tropical systems in late October forcing us to postpone the Causeway Classic…TWICE!
I am already looking forward to serving you in the upcoming 2020 season and, in
fact, have already received my first two BFC entries. If it were not for you, there would be
no us. I thank you all for the support you have given me over the last two years.
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A Word from the Editor
These past two years of being the ACFA Newsletter Editor have
flown by!! I have loved helping the ACFA and I am thankful for the
opportunity to put together 24 newsletters for the members of this
great organization. This year has been a great year for the club. It
is always fun to see the pictures that come in from the members
from the meetings and the tournaments. I can tell that each of you
love to fish and enjoy spending time on the water.
I am beyond grateful for this club because it has instilled the same
love of fishing into my children. They get so excited on tournament
days and make it a challenge among themselves to catch the biggest
fish.

I am grateful for the inspiration and knowledge that is shared at
each meeting from the speakers and the members. They want to help
each of us become better at what we love doing.
I am grateful for the board members and the hard work that they
put in to make this club what it is. I am extremely grateful for David and Robert. I could not have gotten the newsletter put together
each month without them. They were always there when I had a
questions.
I am grateful for each of you. Without you, our club would not be as
successful as it is. I have loved meeting the members and hearing all
of the fun stories that they have about their time on the water.
Thank you all so much for your support of such a great club. I’m
looking forward to what will come in 2020 because I’m sure it will be
amazing.
I hope you have a wonderful holiday season.
Sincerely,
Summer
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Thank you to all of our
ACFA Sponsors
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