
                       Capt. Patric Garmeson    

May Meeting                                     2 

ACFA Speckled Trout Challenge      2 

Guide Tip of the Month                     2 

Meet the Angler Bio                          3 

April Meeting Recap                         3 

“Spring Breakout” Results               4 

Tournament Point Standings           4 

UCP Inshore Fishing Tournament         5 

BFC/CPR Standings                          6 

ACFA Sponsors                                 7 

 

Be sure to tune in 105.5 for WNSP Outdoors every Thursday at Noon and FM Talk 106.5 Outdoors every Saturday Morning at 7am! 

May Meeting 
Date: May 2, 2013 Time: 7:00 pm       

Place: American Legion Post 88  2663 Halls Mill Rd 

Main Speaker:  Captain Yano Serra 

Mini Seminar:  Don Ludlam  

Chris Hankins ADSFR President 

 

Volume 2013 Issue  May 

Inside this issue: 

  Alabama Coastal Fisherman’s Association 

  A Family Oriented Fishing Club Since 1997 

Important 

Dates 

May 4, 2013: ACFA Speckled Trout Challenge 

Tournament. 

May 4, 2013:  UCP Inshore Fishing Tournament 

 

President’s Message: 
 Warm and cold weather with rain mixed in has made it tough for some anglers to stay on any consistent bites lately. How-

ever, good reports are coming in from Dauphin Island, various locations in Mississippi sound, Fowl river, Dog River, Theodore Ca-

nal, Mobile River, and most of the eastern shore reefs. The problem with those reports is that the fishing is day to day and could go 

from hot to nothing from one day to the next. 

     We are headed towards our third tournament of the year and it is still anyone's game for both Master angler and tournament 

points champion so even if you haven't fished a tournament this year there is still a shot. Fantastic turn out for our April tournament 

with some excellent pasta provided by club members Kyle Eckhoff and Tom Brooks. Numerous large speckled trout were brought in 

from the Theodore Canal and most of the sheephead came from the rigs south of Dauphin Island. Although the big fish came from 

the canal many club members struggled to even catch a fish let alone a big fish (that's the canal for you).  

May's tournament is our Speckled Trout challenge. This tournament used to be ACFA vs Another fishing club until we ran out of 

other clubs to fish against. Last year we divided the club into the old salts and young guns to decide which group of members could 

bring the biggest speckled trout. Young guns were the victors and old salts are looking for redemption this year. I love a challenge 

and look for a large turnout again this year! We will have Skeeter boat rides at the weigh in so jump on board and get your name in 

the drawing to win a Yamaha yeti cooler. Also since the young guns have to cook this year we are eating crawfish so bring an appe-

tite and something cold to drink.  

MAY Meeting NOTES 

 This month we’ve got Captain Yano Serra for 

out main speaker. This is another one of those 

informative inshore fishing seminars that you do 

not want to miss.  

 

 Don Ludlam will be giving this months mini-

seminar. Don will talk about subjects ranging 

from catching bait in the south end of the bay to 

rod and reel maintenance.  

 

 Alabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo President 

Chris Hankins will be discussing changes to the 

ADSFR.  

 

 Raffle Item: Rod and Reel Combo 
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At this months meeting we have another veteran local guide for our main speaker, Cap-

tain Yano Serra. Yano will be talking about fishing the shoals and other hot spots around 

Dauphin Island. Captain Yano has been fishing the Gulf Coast waters of Alabama, Loui-

siana, and Mississippi for over 25 years.  From the time he was a young boy, he had a 

passion for fishing that turned from his favorite pastime into his professional ambition. 

He resides near Dauphin Island with his wife and twin daughters who share his love for 

the outdoors.  He participates in area tournaments as often as his schedule permits and 

has won master angler and trout jackpots many times over the years.  He holds the state 

record for the Big EyeSnapper and has been featured in television programs, newspapers, 

magazines, and radio shows.  Seminars like these, when we have a seasoned local fishing 

guide at the podium, you have a great opportunity to expand your knowledge of fishing 

the local waters. This will be another one that you don’t want to miss! 

 

Don Ludlum  of Ludstud Rod and Reel Repair and Custom Fishing Rods will be doing 

our mini seminar this month. Don is going to touch on things like finding and catching 

bait in the South end of the bay and fishing “down south” as the water temps start to heat 

up. Naturally, Don will also touch on rod and reel maintenance during the mini seminar. 

Finally, we would like to welcome 2013 Alabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo President 

Chris Hankins to the meeting. Chris will be discussing changes to the ADSFR for 2013.  

Spring waters are warming up and the sow trout are about to 

spawn. The buck trout are showing up and they will silk the 

bottom for the sow trout to lay their eggs.    

 

Fish are also showing up on the shoals in Heron Bay, Bayou La 

Batre, and Portersville Bay and it’s only getting better.  I have 

been on some good fish this week fishing primarily with Mir-

rolures and Mirrodine. I have had good luck with the Black 

Back and White Belly for large fish and I have been using She 

Dogs Chrome Bone for top water fish that has had excellent 

results. On chartered trips I have been using live shrimp and 

catching 70 or more trout a day.    

It was reported by club secretary Mr. Charlie Dowdle that the official ACFA weigh in scale has been re-certified just in time for 

our third club tournament of the year the “Speckled Trout Challenge”. The weigh in, in conjunction with the United Cerebral Palsy 

Inshore Fishing Tournament weigh in, is from 3pm-5pm at the “Chocolatta” boat launch on the causeway.  The only category 

in this tournament is Speckled Trout and Junion Speckled Trout. And, this will be year two of the ACFA “Older” vs. “Younger” 

competition where the “Old Salts” and “Young Guns” put their skills to the test in a member vs. member duel to see who has what 

it takes to bring in the lunker trout. Last year the “Young Guns” delivered a 38-17 victory over the “Old Salts”,   bringing in four 

fish over 5lbs and a 7lb lunker that took first place in both the ACFA and UCP tournaments. Can they hold onto their champion 

status and earn a second whole year of bragging rights? I guess we’ll see.  

 

In years past their was a fish fry during the weigh in for this tournament but this year we decided to spice things up a little and have 

a crawfish boil complete with corn and potatoes!  This is always a fun tournament, and with a central weigh in location we hope to 

see a good turn out of ACFA members fishing both tournaments.  Even if you cant  fish that day try to stop by the weigh in for 

some great food, hang out with great people and support your fellow ACFA members in both tournaments. Be sure to check out the 

flier on page 5 of the newsletter for information on the United Cerebral Palsy Inshore Fishing Tournament.  Also, Skeeter boats 

will be at the weigh in doing test rides so be sure to take a ride in a brand new Skeeter boat! 

May Meeting 

Guide report of the month 

Captain Yano Serra 

ACFA Speckled Trout Challenge 

Capt. Yano Serra with a nice Redfish.  

April Meeting Recap 
  

 April, out third meeting of the year was a big success. 

Donald Garretson was out main speaker and did an excellent job 

with his seminar on fishing for speckled trout during the spring 

transition. Patric Garmeson did a ACFA Q and A to for new 

members or members who may have had questions about the 

club or the new website. The April meeting is also when we 

draw names for our membership drawings. The four winners 

were; Deer River Bait and Tackle referred the most new mem-

bers. Jeb Mann won he raffle for referring at least one new 

member,. And, Phillip Guy and Rodney Thompson both won 

the raffle for members who mailed in their dues. We would like 

to give a special thanks to Deer River Bait and Tackle and Jeb 

Mann for donating the money they won back to the ACFA! 



   
Lee Minto, 56, was 

born and raised in Mo-

bile, AL, spending his 

entire life fishing in the Mobile River 

Delta, with a heavy concentration on the 

causeway area. His fishing experiences 

started at an early age with trips to the 

family houseboat, located in what is now 

referred to as McReynold’s Lake, with his father, 

Art (aka-“Tweeker”), and his 3 brothers. Summers 

were spent @ Mullet Point on Mobile Bay, learning 

how to catch speckled trout, white trout and black-

fish. Once old enough to get his license, most week-

ends were spent driving to the causeway with fish-

ing gear, and an old 20 hp outboard, to use on a $2 a 

day boat rental. During those years (early 70’s), all 

of the bait camps had rental boats, and driving to the 

causeway with an outboard in your trunk was a 

common practice. Owning your own skiff was a 

luxury at the time, and it took several years of sav-

ing before he was able to finally buy his own.  

Lee patterns fishing trips based on what he has 

learned from years past, and rarely has to wonder 

what type of fish to target on any given day. Be-

cause we are blessed with such a good fishery, it is 

easy to flip from fresh to salt water with very little 

effort, several times in a single day if necessary. His 

motto is “there is always something biting somewhere”, so he always goes prepared for possible changes needed to make the trip a 

success. Over the years, his saltwater passion has turned to flounder, and although he only occasionally targets speckled trout and 

redfish, has no qualms when it comes to catching them. His largest speckled trout to date is 7 lb 10 oz, and his largest flounder is 

also 7 lb 10 oz.  In addition to targeting flounder, his love of the blue crab is well known among his friends, catching 3-4 dz on 

most fishing trips, using the old school method of crab bait on a string, at the same time he is fishing. “We eat boiled crabs and 

various crab dishes, several times a week during the summer and fall, and it is always a treat to have fresh crab meat for stuffing 

the flounders we catch.  Mobile is a great place to live and I tell people all the time….born, bred, and one day dead, I’m not leav-

ing this area! Joining the ACFA has done more to enhance my fishing than anything I’ve done over the years. In addition to mak-

ing new friends and learning different fishing techniques, the people that make up this club are like family, and always willing to 

share what they have learned to make everybody’s fishing experience better”.  

Meet the Angler 
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Lee Minto 

April “Spring Breakout” Tournament 

The “Spring Breakout” was out second ACFA club tournament of the year and we had an excellent turnout, many anglers struggled,  

but in the end some great fish were weighed in. ACFA anglers targeting speckled trout tended to fish the Theodore Industrial Canal, 

and several nice fish were weighed in from there. Kyle Mitternight had the biggest trout of the day at 6.9lbs , Richard Hoffman had 

a 6 pounder and Jay O’Brien and O.P. Harrison each had fish that were 5lbs or better. And, Junior angler Gavin Tourne’ put a 

4.95lb trout in the boat for a respectable 5th place among the older guys, way to go Gavin! The sheephead bite was on at the rigs 

and three fish over 8lbs were weighed in! The lady anglers ruled the flounder category with 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places all going to lady 

anglers. Vicki Foster had the number one position with a nice 3.4 pounder from Dauphin island, Lori Tourne had second and one of 

our brand new members, Michella Cain caught the 3rd place flounder in her first ever ACFA tournament! That is something  to re-

member and something we don’t see very often.  At the end of the day, Tom Brooks and our ACFA Food Advisor, Kyle Eckhoff 

cooked some awesome Baked Ziti that was enjoyed by all. Thanks to Kyle for doing an excellent job as our food advisor.  

“there is always something biting somewhere” 
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Net Man Points Top 10 

Tournament Plaques 

We know that many of you have  large amount of ACFA tournament 

plaques spanning many years of club tournament participation that may be 

starting to pile up. It was decided at the board meeting in January to offer 

members the option of  not receiving a plaque for each tournament win. If 

for some reason you are not interested in receiving a plaque, please notify 

the weighmaster to make note of it when he logs your fish. If you do not 

tell the weighmaster that you don’t want a plaque, you will receive one. 

This will help lighten the workload of ACFA officers who sometimes have 

to track people down to get the awards to their rightful owners and save 

the club a little cash at the same time.  Please remember that this is not  an 

attempt to eliminate tournament awards. If you want to receive a plaque 

for your win we think you deserve to have it! 

Tournament Points Top 10 
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***Under no circumstances will the Alabama Coastal Fisherman’s Association (ACFA) be responsible for the welfare of any members, guests or equipment while attending meetings or engaging in ACFA 

tournaments or the challenge.*** 
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The BIG Fish Contest 2013 
Mail your 2013 Big Fish Contest entries to: David Thornton  31 Hannon Ave. Mobile, AL 36604  

Statistics 
as of : April 16, 2013 
 

 

Catch-Photo-Release 
May 2013 

Rick Tourne with his laterest CPR  trout 

from early April . 

Jay O’Brien with his 26.5” Easter Sunday Trout 

that is currently holding the #2 position in the 

CPR.  
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ACFA Tournament Plaques Sponsored by Skeeter 

 


